along the northern bank of the Ili River on 3 May 2012. The river was heavily silt laden, probably due to winter snow melt upstream. At the sampling points the underlying substrate was 'clay' with a thick overlay of fine silt. The river was devoid of vegetation, though occasional large rocks and tree trunks provided suitable shelter. Some of the shrimps were caught along the edge of a large tree trunk in ca. 60-100 cm of water.
The sample comprised of 115 females (post orbital carapace length (pocl) 4.0-8.2 mm) and 29 males (pocl 4.5-6.2 mm), no ovigerous females were present. Morphologically, the material closely fits the descriptions of the species in Kubo (1940) and Liu et al. (1990) and presents no noteworthy features.
The origin of this population of Exopalaemon modestus and indeed how long it has been established in Kazakhstan is rather vexing. The Ili river originates in the Tian Shan Mountains in Xinjiang Province, P.R. China and flows westwards over 1439 km, ultimately draining into Lake Balkhash in Kazakhstan. No records exist of the species in Xinjiang, which is largely comprised of deserts and alpine habitat, neither of which are suitable for the species. The closest records for the species are from Yunnan, but as far as is known, no river basins connect between Yunnan and the Ili River, potentially providing a natural expansion route for the species.
However, the region has a long history of faunal introductions, with the first being the introduction of Cyprinus carpio L., 1758 at an unknown location in the Ili River in 1905 (Petr, 1992) . By 1970, five further fish species had been introduced into the Balkhash basin, with stocks originating from the Songhua River, Heilongjiang as well as three species from the Ural River (Petr, 1992) . During the period 1961-1971 a number of invertebrate species (mysids, polychaetes, molluscs, amphipods) were also introduced from a variety of locations, ostensibly to counteract the perceived low species diversity in Lake Balkhash (Petr, 1992) , quite possibly linked to the increased commercial fishery potential of the lake. Reshetnikov (2010) also mentions that in 1958 various fish species were transported from Kharbin (Songhua River, Heilongjiang) to the Alma-Ata fish farm, located in the Ili River Basin in Kazakhstan. As Exopalaemon modestus is a commercially important species, it may well be that during the same period, the species was also introduced in the Balkhash Basin. Certainly, the Songhua River falls well within its natural range and should harbour large stocks of the species. In this case, populations may have existed in Kazakhstan as early as 1958, with a projected subsequent spread up the Ili River in more recent decades. However this remains speculative, as the species is not named as such in Petr (1992) . An alternative explanation may well be that the species has been introduced much more recently, either in Kazhakstan or Xinjiang, for commercial purposes. As with many such invasion records, especially in undersampled areas, determining the exact vector and time of establishment will remain unknown. Given the sample size, it does appear clear, how-
